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SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL SENTIMENT

“People will die if we get cocky about reopening,” New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo said on Twitter this week in a post that showed the 
dilemma governments around the world are facing.
 
The suggestion by the Las Vegas mayor, Carolyn Goodman, that the city 
should reopen has caused a stir around the world, but it has provoked 
thoughts about the economic effect of the crisis. 

While the need for measures to limit social interactions is urgent, the 
economic slowdown has forced more people into unemployment and 
shuttered businesses. 

The effect has already started being felt in Kenya, most publicly in the 
media sector. 

There have been pay cuts at MediaMax Networks, Standard Media 
Group and contributors’ rates have been cut at the Nation Media Group, 
which also sent workers on leave, sparking fears of a probable loss of 
jobs. 

The transport sector has been hit hard by the measures to limit the 
spread of the coronavirus, which require their vehicles to carry half the 
number of passengers they used to. 

With industries shut down and people staying home, casual workers 
have also lost the opportunity to earn. 

The dilemma facing the Government is as political as it is economic as 
it carries the risk of having a surge if the move backfires. A surge would 
effectively have the President judged harshly and his efforts to establish 
his legacy in trouble. 

On the other hand, the question would be whether the slowdown is 
economically sustainable and what it would take to get the economy 
back on track in a short time and how long the situation would be 
sustainable. 

Already, there are suggestions that official guidelines on how the 
service sector should operate accompanying the opening up of hotels, 
restaurants and bars would be effective. 

There have also been suggestions of a continued ban on social 
gatherings but the introduction of guidelines on the limits and rules to 
As the 21-day period for the curfew and limitations on movement 
approaches, this will certainly be on the minds of the authorities. 

21 DAYS LATER

The dilemma facing the Government is as political as it is economic 
as it carries the risk of having a surge if the move backfires.

the government faces a dicey dilemma



WEEKLY FEATURE

SHOW ME THE MONEY
COVID INSPIRED BUDGET INTERVENTIONS

THE TAX LAWS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2020

The Tax Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2020 was before National Assembly this week.  The Second Reading debate happened 
during the morning sitting of April 22, 2020.  The clause by clause consideration and debate on amendments in the 
Committee of the whole House was fairly lengthy running into the night. Finally, the Bill was passed in Third Reading, 
with the Assembly sitting till 10.05pm. The Bill as passed by the House has amended various tax-related statutes to 
cushion the Economy and Kenyans against the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Amongst the key amendments made were the following:

Amendment Implication

Income Tax Act, Cap. 470

1

The House amended the provisions relating to presumptive tax by 
increasing the threshold for turnover tax from the proposed Kenya 
shillings Five Hundred Thousand to Kenya shillings One Million.

This will exclude small scale traders from 
the presumptive tax threshold.

2
The Turnover tax rate has also been amended from three (3%) 
percent to one (1%) percent. This will increase disposable income of 

affected traders and small businesses.

3

The House amended the Third Schedule to the Income Tax Act on 
personal relief and rates of taxation. Personal relief is now proposed 
to be increased from sixteen thousand eight hundred and ninety-six 
shillings to twenty-eight thousand eight hundred shillings. 

Further, the individual rates of tax have been reduced in accordance 
with corresponding amounts of income, with the effect of reducing 
the top tax rate to twenty five percent (25%).

This will avail employees with increased 
disposable income to help cushion them 
against the adverse effects of the pandemic.

The amount remitted to KRA by businesses 
in terms of PAYE will decrease.

4
The Corporation Tax rate was amended from thirty percent to 
twenty-five percent. 

It is expected that the saving will be 
an incentive for corporations to retain 
employees.

5 The House amended pension top tax rate to twenty-five percent.
To align it with the top-tax rate for Income 
and increase the available disposable income 
of persons receiving  Pension payments.

Value Added Tax Act, 2013

1
The House retained essential food items, such as milk and milk 
products, and ordinary bread on zero VAT rate.

The public is spared from increased taxation 
which would have increased the price of 
basic food items 

2

The House retained certain items that support the agricultural 
sector on exempt status. These include: inputs for the manufacture 
of pesticides, materials, waste, residues and by-products used in 
animal feeds and fertilizer. In the same manner, the House made 
amendments to the Bill to support use of clean energy.

The House spared the public from any further 
taxation in order to cushion the public from 
increase food costs during the Pandemic 
period.

3 The House reversed proposals for taxation of fishing nets They 
remain exempt 

To encourage food security, and preserve 
fishing as an important economic activity.

4 The House reversed proposals for taxation of mosquito nets. They 
remain exempt.

To preserve life by enabling access to 
mosquito nets as part of Malaria preventive 
mechanism preventing increased hospital 
bills or mortalities from malaria. As well 
as to prevent our health system from being 
overwhelmed with other diseases during the 
pandemic period.

5

The House also made a new amendment to the Bill to exempt 
personal protective equipment, including face masks from the 
current levying of 14% VAT. 

This is expected to lower the cost of face 
masks, as these items have become essential 
for the mwananchi as a result of COVID-19.

6

The Bill has also been amended to restore services within the 
tourism sector to exempt status. These include; entry fees into 
the national parks and national reserves, and the services of tour 
operators, excluding in-house supplies.

To cushion the sector from further financial 
losses as hospitality is one of the hardest 
hit by the economic disruptions caused by 
COVID19



Other Proposed COVID 19 Interventions

The following proposals were tabled fro House consideration and will be considered next week in addition to any other new ones made before the next 
sitting of the House

Proposal Implication

1

Proposal to amended the Law of Contract Act (Cap. 23) There is a 
proposal to insert a new section 3A to the Act so as to have the COVID-19 
pandemic construed as a “force majeure” or natural act of God.

This is a proposal to cushion the public from liability for not honoring 
contractual obligations as a result of the economic effects associated 
with COVID-19 pandemic. 

This would affect all contracts businesses have and supersede any 
exclusion of pandemics from being interpreted as ‘force majeure’ .
If pleaded, companies would be unable to enforce rights against 
debtors or require specific performance of contracts. 

Should the pandemic last over 3 months from date proposed 
amendment comes into force, companies may have to consider 
termination of contracts as permissible within legal boundaries. 
*This would apply to leases as well.

2

Proposal to amend the Banking Act (Cap. 488) to prevent CRB listings for 
failure to meet financial obligations during period of pandemic.

This proposal is to protect persons unable to service their loans due to 
prevailing economic difficulties arising from COVID-19 pandemic from 
being referred to the Credit Reference Bureau (CRB) for listing as loan 
defaulters.

This is good for consumers, but may affect lenders. Banks and 
other financial institutions would have to create new collaborating/
information sharing models that help them assess credit worthiness 
of individuals before lending during the pandemic period. 

3

Variation of contractual terms in relation to loan repayment plans via 
amendment of the Banking Act 
There is a proposal to require financial institutions to prescribe other 
alternative repayment arrangements including providing for deferred 
payments, where a customer has defaulted or is unable for any reason to 
meet the existing contractual obligations. 

This intervention is to cushion Kenyans from bank charges that would 
have increased their financial burden due for repayment as a result of 
accumulated charges levied for non-repayment.

This would affect time period within which loans were to be paid, 
recovery targets and projected financial flows of financial institutions. 

Lenders would still recover their money just over an extended time 
period. 

4

Proposal to amend the Employment Act, No.11 of 2007.  The amendment 
would prohibit employers from terminating contracts of service, 
dismissal or coercion of an employee to take salary pay cuts. 
Employers who are unable to meet their obligations are to arrange with 
their employees to take unpaid leave of absence instead of sacking them.

The proposal is to cushion employees from possible job losses and allow 
employers to put in place mechanisms for retaining employees in the 
event of inability to pay salaries. 

Businesses/Employers/Companies would not be able to fire employees 
or negotiate pay cuts. They would be forced to send employees on 
unpaid leave.

This provision has been criticized for being impractical as to most 
employees adjusted pay terms are better than no pay at all. 

5

Proposal that the Select Committee on the National Government 
Constituencies Development Fund (NG-CDF) proposes amendments 
for consideration by the House, on the (NG-CDF Act, with a view to 
amending the said law to permit for the unitization of NG-CDF Funds for 
the provision of consumables aimed at cushioning the society from the 
effect of COVID - 19.

This would help the country in its efforts to manage the effects of the 
economical COVID disruptions

6

National Assembly to establish an ad-hoc Committee to be known as 
the Select Committee on the Prevention, Response and Management of 
COVID-19

This would help focus Parliamentary efforts and interventions related 
to COVID19 Akin to the ad-hoc Senate Committee established for 
similar purpose. 

Should the National Assembly establish a Select Committee on the Prevention, Response and Management of COVID-19, the Committees mandate 
would be to:
 
• consider funding needs and requirements on COVID-19 prevention, combat, response and management, and to report and make recommendations 

within thirty (30) days.
• develop necessary legislative measures, guidelines and any other related matter on COVID-19 prevention, response and management including 

but not limited to:
• ensuring enhanced medical and public health actions and facilities,
• cushioning the country from the effects of such a pandemic’s social protection measures,
• economic stimulus for the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, and
• public order measures for the Country to maintain competent functions during and after such pandemic.



FINANCIAL RESOLUTIONS RELATING TO THE BUDGET 
POLICY SECOND SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES FOR THE 
FINANCIAL YEAR 2019/2020

THE DIVISION OF REVENUE BILL, 2020
 
The National Assembly considered and agreed with the Senate on its 
amendments to the Division of Revenue Bill, 2020. This will now pave the 
way for presentation of the Bill to the President for assent.
 
The National Assembly discussed and approved the Report of the Budget 
& Appropriations Committee on the Supplementary Estimates for the 
Financial Year 2019/20 tabled in the House.

a. The main objective of the said Supplementary Estimates is to:
b. realign Government expenditure allocations with the need 

to manage and control the spread of Covid-19 and related 
expenditures;

c. mitigate the effects of the locust invasion and floods;
d. provide for pending bills and payment of tax refunds; and
e. provide for food security and drought mitigation measures.

The second Supplementary Estimates proposed an overall decrease of 
Kshs. 51.7 billion in the total budget for the financial year 2019/2020.

In approving the Estimates, the House made further re-allocations 
including reducing the 2019/20 allocation for Parliament by Kshs. 3 
Billion from its budget and setting the amount aside as special ring-
fenced resources for the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. 

These resources were reduced from:
• the National Assembly vote (Kshs. 2.2 Billion), 
• the Parliamentary Joint Services vote (Kshs. 750 Million) and
• the Senate vote (Kshs. 274 Million). 

The resources will be used:

 to protect frontline Health workers through purchases of PPEs, among 
other protective gears, which are specifically earmarked for Kenyatta 
National Hospital & Mbagathi Hospital, Moi Teaching and Referral 
Hospital, Kenyatta University Hospital, Coast General Hospital, and level 
4 and 5 hospitals in Kisumu, Kitui, and Mandera Counties.
to establish a suitable national health facility for the treatment and 
management of infectious and viral diseases such the Covid-19, with at 
least a bed capacity of 1,000 persons.

The House approved variations to the budget for Financial Year 2019/2020 as follows: 
- an increment of the total recurrent expenditure by Kshs. 31,381,396,485 
- a reduction of the total development expenditure by Kshs. 83,048,345,383 
- an overall decrease in the total budget by Kshs. 51,729,948,898

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS RELATING TO THE BUDGET POLICY SECOND SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES FOR THE 
FINANCIAL YEAR 2019/2020

The House made the following policy recommendations

Policy Recommendation Sentiment 

1

despite the need to reduce expenditure, payment of pending bills especially those that have 
already undergone verification process be prioritized in order to protect the businesses 
that supply goods and services to the national government. Good for business

2

within two weeks upon adoption of this report, the State Department of Broadcasting 
and Telecommunications, in conjunction with the State Department of Information, 
Communication and Technology (ICT) and Innovation should submit a comprehensive 
report on the status of recent measures put in place to scale up internet connectivity in 
unserved areas in the country. This includes use of airborne/extraterrestrial infrastructure 
and the role of Google as well as that of the government in providing such services. The 
report should include specific measures taken in response to the ongoing crisis and 
quantifiable outcomes or impacts since the declaration of the pandemic.

This will promote transparency, 
accountability and publicity of connectivity 
related Government efforts 

3

all funds allocated for cushioning the vulnerable against the impact of COVID-19 on 
livelihoods especially cash transfers to the poor and purchase of food stuff to sustain 
families, be channelled through the State Department for Social Protection and the State 
Department for Arid and Semi-Arid Lands respectively. This is for ease of identification of 
beneficiaries and the use of existing structures to expedite the process.

More business for companies/ 
banks/ financial institutions involved 
in disbursement of funds by State 
Department for Social Protection

4

the State Department for Social Protection and the National Treasury renegotiate the 
charges paid by the State to the Payment Service Providers (PSP) for the processing of the 
national safety net payments. 

Win for the state. Payment system 
providers may give concessions as part of 
their contribution to COVID19 Fund/efforts. 

5

as a matter of urgency, the State Department for Social Protection and the Executive Office 
of the President should resolve the stalemate at the Child Welfare Society of Kenya (CWSK) 
so as to allow for the resumption of operations as activities in foster care centres run by 
CWSK have halted thereby putting at risk the lives of vulnerable children.

Good for the welfare of the affected 
children and overall societal welfare

6
a prudent Pension Policy Plan for Sports Kenya be instituted by December 2020 so that 
pension payments do not become a matter of supplementary provisions in future. Good for financial planning and timely 

payments to pension beneficiaries. 

7

all GoK resources allocated towards Covid-19 initiatives under the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response Fund must be appropriated by the National Assembly and proper mechanisms 
be put in place to oversight the same. 

Good for accountability and oversight. In 
keeping with Public Finance Management 
priciples

8

National Treasury allocates Kshs.3 billion as special ring fenced resources to support the 
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic especially with regard to the protection of frontline 
health workers through purchase of PPEs among other protective gears. The centres 
to benefit are, Kenyatta National Hospital (KNH) & Mbagathi, Kenyatta University (KU) 
Hospital, Coast General Hospital, Jaramogi Oginga Teaching & Referral Hospital, Kitui 
County Referral Hospital, Mandera County Referral Hospital, and Moi Teaching and Referal 
Hospital. 

Will enhance Kenya’s efforts in managing 
the pandemic

9
the Ministry of Health should apprise the relevant Committee of the National Assembly 
on a monthly basis on the disbursements and implementation of the Kshs. 3 Billion ring 
fenced for Covid-1/9 related intervention

Good for accountability as well as to 
ensure public gets value for money.



FINANCIAL SERVICES AND TRADE SECTOR ROUND UP

The Ministry of Trade and Industry 
said it has taken measures against 
25,068 entities that disrupted business 
operations following the outbreak 
of the coronavirus. According to 
Melaku Alebel, Minister of Trade and 
Industry, the measures range from 
issuing warning letters to closure of 
the businesses. The Ministry sealed 
13,350 businesses for unfairly taking 
advantage of the outbreak of the virus, 
while suspending licenses of 404 
entities, Melaku said. It also revoked 
licenses of 890 businesses and issued 
warning letters to more than 10,000 
individuals involved in trade frauds, the 
Minister stated. Melaku indicated that 
420 individuals have been arrested 
in connection with practice of illegal 
trading activities. The government is 
currently working to enhance supply 
chain and substitute imports with local 
products. 
Ethiopian Airlines has completed 
the flight and delivery of the second 
round shipments of life saving medical 
supplies donated by Jack Ma to all 
African countries to help them fight 
COVID-19.

The Central Bank of Kenya announces 
the acquisition of 51 percent of the 
shareholding of Mayfair Bank Ltd (MBL) by 
the Commercial International bank (Egypt) 
S.A.E(CIB) effective May 1, 2020 following 
CBK approval given on April 7, 2020 
Kenya sends 300 bouquets of flowers to 
the UK for Compassion and to protect 
farm jobs.
ICEA LION appoint Paul Muthaura as Chief 
Operating Officer (COO) for ICEA LION 
General Insurance with effect from 1st 
May 2020.
Transmara Sugar Company plans to 
produce 25 megawatt of electricity at its 
Kilgoris factory for which it is negotiating 
approval (to generate and supply) with 
regulators. The miller, a subsidiary of 
Mauritian sugar producer Alteo, plans to 
invest USD 45 million in the bagasse — the 
crushed cane stalks left after the sugar is 
extracted — plant. The plant is scheduled 
for completion in two years
Banks slashed interest on customer 
savings to a 40-month sub-inflation low 
in December, reflecting the impact of 
removal of controls amid growing profits. 
Central Bank of Kenya data shows the 
average savings interest fell to 4.02 
percent, the lowest since September 2016 
when it was at 3.79 percent. 
A second locally made medical ventilator 
has hit the market, boosting the capacity 
of public and private healthcare centres 
to handle Covid-19 cases. The ventilator, 
PUMUAISHI 2.0, was unveiled by Trade 
Secretary Betty Maina after the Kenya 
Bureau of Standards said it met globally 
set requirements for ventilators.  

ETHIOPIA
E-commerce platform Jumia Kenya and 
Twiga Foods have signed a partnership 
agreement that will enable shoppers on 
the platform to buy fresh produce as well 
as processed foods distributed by the farm 
produce aggregator. 
Insurance policy holders facing financial 
difficulties due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
will now get a relief after the industry 
regulator granted them a grace period 
for payment and renewal of premiums. 
The Insurance Regulatory Authority said 
insurers will be required to give their 
clients concessions such as deferral 
of payments or renewal of premiums, 
including considering offering holidays 
and the option of staggered payments.  
Digital freight forwarder Saloodo, a 
subsidiary of Deutsche Post DHL Global 
Forwarding, an international provider 
of air, sea and road freight services has 
launched new digital road freight platform 
for shippers and transport providers 
along the Northern Corridor. The launch 
of Saloodo in Kenya to serve the corridor 
marks the first time an international 
digital road freight platform is available 
to meet customers’ transportation needs 
within the nation and with neighboring 
countries. 
The global Covid-19 pandemic has 
deepened pressure on shareholder 
dividends as companies move to hold 
onto the money they have earned in the 
last financial year in the wake of the 
uncertainty. Companies are considering 
holding on to the cash to ensure they 
have enough reserves to carry out their 
businesses after the pandemic.

UGANDA
• Petroleum distribution companies are 

likely to come out of the Covid-19 lockdown 
with some of the lowest sales. Uganda 
consumes between 100 million and 110 
million litres of petroleum products 
including petrol, diesel, kerosene and 
aviation fuel every month.

• Bank of Uganda has said foreign reserves 
are expected to decline from 4.2 months 
import cover to 3.5 months.  

• Uganda Electricity Transmission Company 
Limited has not implemented more than 70 
per cent of directives issued by Electricity 
Regulatory Authority. ERA’s feedback 
for the 2019 fourth quarter of the power 
system review, shows that the directives 
that had sought to improve availability and 
reliability of power supply, have not been 
implemented over time.

RWANDA
• Rwanda has donated USD 1 million to 

continental efforts to combat the New 
Coronavirus outbreak. President Paul 
Kagame made the pledge on Wednesday 
during a Teleconference Meeting of the 
Extended African Union Bureau chaired by 
President Cyril Ramaphosa.

• The Rwanda Revenue Authority will by 
Friday, 24 April 2020 have disbursed Rwf 
13 billion (approx. USD 13.6 million) in 
Value Added Tax refunds to businesses 
in response to capital challenges amidst 
the COVID19 pandemic. This is one of the 
mitigation measures by the government to 
improve the local business ecosystem for 
local operators in an attempt to cushion 
them from the pandemic’s effects. 

• The 26th Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting which was scheduled 
to take place in Kigali, Rwanda from 22-27 
June 2020 has been indefinitely postponed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
decision was made in accordance with 
the 2005 Memorandum of Understanding 
establishing the Commonwealth 

Secretariat and the CHOGM Technical 
Manual, as well as with precedent, a 
statement from the Commonwealth said.  

• A cabinet meeting has resolved that the 
ongoing lockdown to contain COVID-19 
in the country be extended for another 11 
days, meaning it will now end on 30 April 
2020.  As part of the measures to stop 
the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the country has been on lockdown since 
21 March 2020. This is the second time 
that the government has extended the 

lockdown period. 

EGYPT
• The Federation of Egyptian Banks has 

agreed with the central bank to increase 
limits on daily withdrawals from the 
beginning of the holy Muslim fasting month 
of Ramadan, the federation chairman said 
on Wednesday. 

• Egypt plans to cut spending on fuel 
subsidies by 47 percent in its 2020/21 

KENYA



budget to LE 28.193 billion (approx. USD 
1.8 billion), an explanatory note for its draft 
budget published on Tuesday showed. 

• Egypt’s economy is expected to grow 3.5 
percent in the fiscal year starting in July, 
according to a Reuters poll, down from 
the 5.9 percent that economists had been 
predicting only three months earlier, before 
the coronavirus pandemic swept the world. 

MOROCCO
• The French Development Agency (AFD) 

announced on 21 April 2020 the allocation 
of EUR 150 million (approx. USD 162.2 
million) to support Morocco’s plan to 
prepare for the end of the COVID-19 crisis. 
The AFD is accelerating the financing 
of new structural policies in favor of 
strengthened social protection and the 
sustainable recovery of the Moroccan 
economy.  

• Morocco’s Government banned both the 
use and marketing of disinfection tunnels in 
the country due to the dangers of exposure 
to the products that the operations use. 
A joint statement from the ministries of 
health, interior, and trade said on 22 April 
2020 that the decision followed a meeting 
of the standardisation committee, in charge 
of establishing standardised Moroccan 
characteristics for the disinfection tunnels 
and the products used. The statement 
explained that the committee does not 
have all the required scientific elements to 
set these standards.  

• The High Commission for Planning in 
Morocco announced that 57 per cent of 
the total number of companies in the 
country have temporarily or permanently 
suspended their activities due to the 
coronavirus. This came in a statement by 
the commission, an official body charged 
with statistics on the performance of 
regulated firms, in order to evaluate the 
direct impact of the coronavirus crisis on 
the status of companies. The commission 
added that more than 135,000 companies 
have had to temporarily suspend their 
activities, while another 6,300 were 
permanently closed.  

• The Ministry of Economy and Finance has 
announced that workers with suspended 
activities who do not have the Medical 
Assistance Plan (RAMED) will start 
receiving stipends beginning 23 April 2020. 
The Economic Monitoring Committee, 
working under the economy ministry, 
launched registration on 9 April 2020 for 
non-RAMED holders who work in the 
informal sector and whose livelihoods are 
directly affected by the COVID-19 crisis. 

MALAWI
• The Treasury has started soliciting views 

to be incorporated in the 2020/21 National 
Budget as key stakeholders express mixed 
expectations. This comes as the local 
economy is still faced with numerous 
challenges including possible effects of the 
novel Covid-19 pandemic.  

• The 2020 tobacco selling season started in 
Lilongwe on a low note Monday without the 
usual pomp and funfair associated with the 
tobacco market with prices almost similar 
to those of last year. On the auction side 
of the market, a maximum price recorded 
was USD 1.20 while the minimum price of 
90 cents was recorded on other bales.

MOZAMBIQUE
• Banco Comerciale de Investimentos 

is Mozambique’s systemically most 
important credit institution, followed by 
Millennium BIM and the Standard Bank, 
said the Bank of Mozambique on publishing 
the classification of banks operating in 
the country based on this indicator. The 
statement recalled that by 30 April every 
year the central bank has to publish a list 
of credit institutions classified as D-Sibs or 
Almost D-Sibs, based on the data reported 
on 31 December of the previous year.  

• The European Union (EU) and the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
signed an agreement under which the 
EU will contribute with EUR 34.3 million 
(approx. USD 37 million) to support the 
implementation of the Mozambique 
Recovery Facility, a five-year multi-partner 
Fund managed by UNDP in partnership 
with the Government of Mozambique. 
The agreement is part of joint efforts to 
fast track post-cyclone recovery and to 
build resilience against future disasters 
in Mozambique. Actions under the project 
will address post-cyclones recovery and 
resilience.  

• Mozambique’s National Institute of 
Communications of Mozambique (INCM)- 
Communications Regulatory Authority, 
has announced a raft of exceptional 
measures addressing issues in its remit 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The INCM 
has exempted from all fees the acquisition 
of short numbers used to publicise 
Covid-19 preventative measures, and also 
suspended the cancellation of any postal 
and telecommunications licenses which 
expire during the state of emergency. 

SOUTH AFRICA
• South African president Cyril Ramaphosa 

has announced further tax measures to 
assist businesses and their employees 
through the difficult Covid-19 period. The 
additional tax relief measures include 
the fast-tracking of VAT refunds to help 
with cash flows, a four-month holiday 
for company skills development levy 
contributions and a three-month delay for 
the filing and first payment of carbon tax.  

• South Africa’s rand edged weaker on 
Wednesday as optimism over the rescue 
package announced by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa on Tuesday gave way to 
concerns about economic growth. Traders 
are anxious to see whether South Africa 
will issue more debt into a crowded market 
and how the government plans to plug the 
large fiscal deficit in the future. Today the 
rand is trading at ZAR 18.95 to the dollar, 
ZAR 23.44 to the pound and ZAR 20.52 to 
the euro.

ZAMBIA
• Zambia has received a USD 2.1 million 

grant from the Green Climate Fund for 
the development of a National Adaptation 
Plan for Climate Resilience. In a statement 
Tuesday, Lusaka, Ministry of Lands 
permanent secretary Ndasha Yumba said 
the grant would enable the government to 
formulate a medium to long-term climate 
adaptation plan, which would strengthen 
systems for integrating climate change 
adaptation into development planning and 
budget processes.  

• The Minister of Tourism and Arts Ronald 
Chitotela said an assessment of the impact 

of COVID-19 has been conducted which 
has revealed that about USD 400 million 
may be lost in both service and non-service 
sub-sectors in the sector. He said the loss 
was due to cancellation of travels as well 
as the closure of hotels. 

GHANA
• The Director of the Institute of Statistical, 

Social and Economic Research, Professor 
Peter Quartey, says President Akufo-
Addo’s decision to lift the ban on partial 
lockdown will save the Ghanaian economy 
from potential recession. He noted that 
allowing businesses to re-open would 
eventually boost the economy, considering 
the fact that the informal sector made up 
80 percent of the economy. 

• The Bolgatanga Municipal Assembly in the 
Upper East Region, is targeting to close 
down drinking spots and game centers to 
avoid communal drinking and gathering to 
suppress the spread of COVID 19. 

GUINEA
• A new 33 MW power plant is set to be 

constructed in Guinea to power Lefa 
mine, one of the world’s largest gold 
mines owned by Nordgold Group, in a bid 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
provide sustainable power generation 
for the mine. The plant will be designed 
and constructed by China manufacturing 
service group SUMEC, a member of China 
National Machinery Industry Corporation, 
following an engineering, procurement and 
construction agreement signed with the 
gold producer. 

NIGERIA
• Nigeria has not stopped producing crude 

oil but a persistent crash in oil prices may 
lead to a halt in production, the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation has 
declared. On Tuesday, global oil price 
benchmark, amid the demand collapse 
caused by reduced economic activities, 
Brent, against which Nigeria’s crude oil is 
priced, fell by USD 6.34 to USD 19.23 per 
barrel.  

• The Lagos Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Nigeria Employers’ Consultative 
Association, and the Association of Small 
Business Owners of Nigeria have warned 
that unless the Federal Government take 
some measures to reposition the economy, 
tougher times await Nigerians. This 
warning came on the heels of the inflation 
rate increasing by 0.06 percent from 
February to 12.26 percent in March.  

• Telecommunication operators are 
struggling to keep up with the rise in voice 
and data traffic that has led to congestion 
on all the networks. Some of the operators 
say that the congestion was caused by the 
remote work by many Nigerian companies 
and lockdown in states with high incidents 
of COVID-19. They are seeking a directive 
form the Nigerian Communications 
Commission that would allow network 
operators to share spectrum to ease the 
congestion.  

• The management of the Ibadan Electricity 
Distribution Company has promised not to 
disconnect non-paying customers during 
the COVID-19 lockdown. The company also 
donated relief materials to Kogi and Ekiti 
state governments to cushion the effects of 
the lockdown on residents.
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ACTUAL REVENUES AND NET EXCHEQUER AS AT 31 MARCH 2020 HIGHLIGHTS

Below are highlights of the National Treasury and Planning Statement Of Actual Revenues And Net Exchequer Issues As At 31st March, 2020 published 
by the Cabinet Secretary in the Kenya Gazette.

Heading Estimated Revenue Actual Revenue Difference (%) 
(-) For deficit 
(+) For Surplus

Total Tax Income 1 ,704,951,725,895.31 1,119,999,662,347.80 -34.31

Total Non- Tax Income 138,860,811,736.51 95,802,836,762.60 -31.01

Domestic Borrowing 514,028,469,926.36 405,084,977,616.35 -21.19

Loans—Foreign Government and International 
Organizations 

66,082,988,709.00 24,253,434,087.40
-63.30

Programme Loan—Budget Support 2,000,000,000.00 11,769,682,641.65 +488.48

Domestic Lending and on-lending 4,323,208,687.82 2,154,004,922.65 -50.18

Grants—Foreign Government and International 
Organizations

17,689,864,022.00 9,999,417,019.15
-43.47

Grants from AMISON 4,000,000,000.00 2,901,223,793.60 -27.47

Total Revenue 2,651,937,068,977.00 1,776,571,415,214.95 -33.01

BIGGEST EX CHEQUER BENEFICIARIES
BY GOVERNMENT AGENCY KES AMOUNT & *NATURE OF EXPENDITURE

1 Teacher Service Commission 

2 State Department for Interior 90.53 Billion  *Recurrent

3 State Department for Early Learning and Basic Education 80.41 Billion *Recurrent 

4 Ministry of Defence 70.97 Billion *Recurrent

5 State Department of Infrastructure 50.73 Billion *Development 

BY COUNTY AMOUNT
1 Kakamega 7.93 Billion

2 Nairobi City 7.13 Billion

3 Kitui 6.67 Billion

4 Kiambu 6.65 Billion 

5 Nakuru 6.22 Billion

6 Turukana 6.01 Billion

Legislative Supplements
• The Public Health (Covid-19 Restriction of Movement of Persons and 

Related Measures) Variation Rules, 2020
• The Public Health (Covid-19 Restriction of Movement of Persons and 

Related Measures) Variation Rules, No.2 of 2020
• The Public Order (State Curfew) Variation Order,2020
• The Public Finance Management Act— Waiver
• The Public Finance Management (State Officers and Public Officers 

Motor Car Loan Scheme Fund) (Amendment) Regulations, 2020
• The Public Finance Management (Strategic Food Reserve Trust 

Fund) (Revocation) Regulations 2020
• The Kenya Trade Network Agency Order Revocation of User Fees on 

Kenya National Electronic Single System
• The Meat Control (Export Slaughterhouse) Revocation of Declaration
• The National Construction Authority (Defects Liability) Regulations, 

2020

Public Notices
• Registrar of Companies issues notice of several intended dissolutions 

including Kenya School of Monetary Studies Limited, Transline 
Parcel Handlers Limited and Cargo Handlers Limited

• Notice given of a scheduled general meeting of creditors of Abraaj 
Kenya Advisers Limited to be held virtually (using weblink: https://
meet.google.com/pyx-tshu-tqs ), on Monday, 4th May, 2020, at 10.00 
a.m. for the purpose of considering the winding-up of Abraaj Kenya 
Advisers Limited.

• Agriculture & Food Authority publishes notice of proposed grant of 
5 licenses for Coffee Exports, imports and value addition /roasting 
and packaging and 2 licenses grants for marketing coffee in overseas 

markets.
• Ag. Director General NEEMA invites public comments on 

Environmental Impact Assessment Study Report For The Proposed 
Establishment Of Sustainable Tilapia Cage Culture Around Nyachebe 
Waters On Lake Victoria, Suba-North Sub-County, Homabay County

• Ag. Director General NEEMA invites public comments on 
Environmental Impact Assessment Study Report For The Proposed 
Electric Fencing Of Maasai Mau Forest, Narok County

• Ag. Director General NEEMA invites public comments on 
Environmental Impact Assessment Study Report For The Proposed 
Rupingazi Weru Irrigation Scheme In Mbeti South Location, Mbeere 
South Subcounty In Embu County

• Director Physical Planning gives notice of completion of Part 
Development Plan Pd No. CKR/I52/19101

Appointments
• The CS Devolution and ASAL’S, Eugene Wamalwa pursuant to Gazette 

Notice No. 11863 of 2019 has extended the tenure of the Selection 
Panel for the Recruitment of the Chairperson and Members of the 
Intergovernmental Relations Technical Committee by a period of two 
(2) months, with effect from the 30th April, 2020 to 30th June, 2020

• The CS for Industrialisation, Trade and Enterprise Development 
Betty Maina has extended the term of the Taskforce on Standards 
and Quality Infrastructure in Kenya appointed vide Gazette Notice No. 
10758 of 2019, for a further period of six (6) months, with effect from 
the 15th April, 2020.

• The Central Bank of Kenya has revoked the licence of Kendy Money 
Transfer Limited

• Energy and Petroleum Regulatory Authority notifies the general 



public that it has considered the tariff application made by Strauss 
Energy Limited for Kangatotha, Nakurio and Katilia sites in Turkana 
County and approved applicable tariffs for a period of three (3) years 
with effect from the 1st April, 2020.

• The Energy and Petroleum Regulatory Authority notifies the general 
public that it has considered the tariff application made by Renewvia 
Energy Kenya Limited in Nguruint Settlement, Marsabit County and 
approved applicable tariffs for a period of three (3) years with effect 
from the 1st April, 2020.

• CS National Treasury appoint Erastus Mwaniki Githinji as Chairperson 
of the Tax Appeals Tribunal for a period of five years from the 15th 
of April 2020.

• CS ICT appoints a COVID-19 ICT Advisory Committee for a duration 
of 6 months. The Committee is Chaired by Mercy Wanjau-  Ag. DG of 
Communications Authority to be deputized by Peter Njonjo. Memebrs 
of the Committee include Dr Shiko Gitau, Dr Joseph Sitienei, Ory 
Okolloh, Hilda Moraa, Dr. Fernando Wangila, Mahmoud Noor and 
Kevin Atibu. 

• Cabinet Secretary for Education revokes* the appointment Eric 
Okoth Ogur (Prof.) as a member of the Kenya National Examinations 
Council Board, with effect from the 24th April, 2020.

• the Cabinet Secretary for Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Co-
operatives appoints Josiah Machiki Mandieka (Dr.) John Wilberforce 
Muchibi (Dr.) James Muchuni Mbaria (Prof.) and  Douglas Gitonga to 
be Members of the Council of the Directorate

Special Appointments

Advisory Committee on the utilization of Blood and Blood Products
The CS for Heath Mutahi Kagwe has constituted the National Advisory 
Committee to advise and oversee the supply and utilization of Blood and 
Blood Products, which shall be a multi-disciplinary technical advisory 
body to provide clinical leadership in assisting, identifying, designing and 
implementing cost-effective blood utilization management initiatives for 
the optimization of patient care. The advisory committee shall comprise 
of :-

Abass Gullet- Chairperson, 

Members 
• Kibet Peter Shikuku (Dr.) 
• Elizabeth Wala (Dr ) 
• Bharat Thakrar
• Patricia Murugami (Dr.) 
• Fitange Ndemo (Prof.) 
• Joe Wang’endo

 Joint Secretaries 
• Charles Rombo 
• Kiprono Chepkok 
• Thuranira Kaugiria (Dr.)

Appointment of Members of the Adoption Committee 
The C. S for Labour and Social Protection Simon Chelugui has appointed
• Saruni Oloishorua
• Chege Ngugi 
• Bishop Wilson Kigen 
• Fredrick Ochieng 
• Calvin Nyachoti 
• Dorothy Supa Tunje (Dr.) 
• Beatrice Jepkoech Sawe 
• Juliet Gicheru 
• Lucy Wambui Mugo 
For a period of three (3) years, with effect from the 1st April, 2020.

Appointments to the Veterinary Surgeons and Veterinary 
Paraprofessionals (Veterinary Medicines Directorate)
• Josiah Machiki Mandieka (Dr.) 
• John Wilberforce Muchibi (Dr.) 
• James Muchuni Mbaria (Prof.) 
• Douglas Gitonga 

to be Members of the Council of the Directorate, for a period of three (3) 
years, with effect from the 21st April, 2020.



KEEPING YOUR FINGER 
ON THE PULSE 

CURRENT STATISTICS

SPECIAL FEATURE

16,738

94
336

14

samples tested so far 

confirmed Corona Cases in Kenya

deaths

It is understood that data represented here on 
Covid-19 is rapidly fluid and data may have 
changed at the time of its publication

Recoveries

QUICK FACTS



Key Ministry of Health Actions this week Government Setting facts straight on Corona Symptoms 

Acceleration of decisions by Pharmacy and Poisons Board regarding approval 
of COVID 19 testing kits reducing the process form 3 months to 48 hours. 
Approvals of 4 new testing kits has expanded Government testing capacity 
from 10 laboratories to cover at least 1 laboratory in each of the 47 counties. 
This expansion is expected to roll out by end of next week. 

The incubation period for COVID-19, the time between exposure to 
the virus (becoming infected), and symptoms onset, is on average 
between 5-6 days. This can be up to 14 days depending on an 
individual. During this period, also known as the “pre- symptomatic” 
period, some infected persons can transmit the virus. Therefore, 
transmission from a pre-symptomatic case can occur before onset 
of symptoms.

The launch of a special designated isolation and treatment facility for 
healthcare workers to offer both critical care and basic care services for 
health workers. Facility is co-funded by Government, AMREF and Rockerfeller 
Foundation.

Studies have shown that in a small number of cases, some people 
have tested positive for COVID-19 from 1-3 days, before developing 
symptoms. It is possible that people infected with COVID-19 can 
transmit the virus before significant symptoms develop. It is 
important to note that pre-symptomatic transmission still comes 
from the same channels; virus spreading from infectious droplets, 
or through touching contaminated surfaces

Lockdown of Mandera County due to increase in confirmed cases.

While a majority of those infected eventually exhibit symptoms, 
about 60 percent of those that have tested positive for COVID-19 in 
Kenya are completely asymptomatic. Whereas they are positive, they 
do not have any of the signs associated with the coronavirus such as 
fever, gastrointestinal issues, fatigue, breathing issues or coughing. 
The world over, we have seen that a majority of the asymptomatic are 
children and young adults.

Launch of psychiatric and psychological care framework and help line 1199 
and enquiry hotline 0721336017.

Government plans to Conduct 250,000 tests by end of June.

Launch of Campaign for 1 Million households to set up kitchen gardens in 
order to preserve and grow food security during the pandemic.  *Government 
to distribute starter kits
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Motions
• Consideration Of Nominees For Appointment To The Teachers 

Service Commission
• Senate Amendments To The Division Of Revenue Bill (National 

Assembly Bill No. 3 Of 2020)
• Report On The Second Supplementary Estimates For The Fy 

2019/2020
• Other Measures To Address The Effects Of The Covid-19 Pandemic
• Report On The Second Supplementary Estimates For The Fy 

2019/2020
Second reading 

• The Tax Laws (Amendment) Bill (National Assembly Bill No. 3 Of 
2020)

Committee Of The Whole House 
• Consideration of Senate amendments to the Division of Revenue Bill 

(National Assembly Bill No. 3 of 2020)
• The Tax Laws (Amendment) Bill (National Assembly Bill No. 

8 of 2020)

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROUND UP

SENATE ROUND UP
Papers Laid
• The County Governments Budget Implementation Report For Fy 

2019/2020 
The First Half County Governments Budget Implementation Review 
Report for Financial Year 2019/2020 
Statutory Instruments to Address The Covid-19 Pandemic 
• The Public Health (Covid-19 Restriction of Movement of Persons and 

Related Measures) Rules, 2020 
• The Public Health (Declaration of Formidable Epidemic Disease) 

Order 2020 
• The Public Health (Prevention, Control and Suppression of Covid-19) 

Rules, 2020 

The Rules be committed to the Standing Committee on Justice, Legal 
Affairs and Human Rights for consideration pursuant to Section 12 of the 
Statutory Instruments Act.

Statements
• Criteria For Allocation Of Wb Funds To Improve Production Of Coffee 

In The Country
• Restriction Of Movement Of Persons And Related Measures In And 

Out Of Nairobi Metropolitan Area
• Detaining Of Deceased Persons By Hospitals Over Non-Payment Of 

Bills
• Deduction Of Paye For Teachers With Disabilities
• Death And Burial Of James Oyugi Allegedly Due To Covid-19 Disease
• Landslide Disaster In Kerio Valley

Motions 
• Reduction Of Publication Period Of The Pandemic Response And 

Management Bill (Senate Bills No. 6 Of 2020)
• Reduction Of Publication Period Of The County Allocation Of Revenue 

Bill (Senate Bills No.7 Of 2020)
• Adoption Of The Report Of The Mediation Committee On The County 

Governments (Amendment) Bill (Senate Bills No. 11 Of 2017)
• Adoption Of The Report Of The Mediation Committee On The County 

Governments (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill (Senate Bills No. 7 Of 2017)
• Noting Of First And Second Progress Reports Of The Ad-Hoc 

Committee On Covid-19 Situation In Kenya

First Reading 
• The Community Health Services Bill (Senate Bills No.5 Of 2020)
• The Pandemic Response And Management Bill (Senate Bills No.6 

Of 2020)
• The County Allocation Of Revenue Bill (Senate Bills No.7 Of 2020)



KITUI
CECM, Ministry of Trade, Co-operatives and Investment appoints Board of 
the Kitui County Textile Centre (KICOTEC) with effect from the 15th April, 
2020, for a period of three (3) years

MACHAKOS 
County Assembly shall hold a special sitting on Thursday, the 30th of 
April, 2020 

BUSIA 
Sospeter Odeke Ojaamong, the Governor of Busia County has  granted 
the status of a Municipality on Malaba Town by a Charter dated the 27th 
March, 2020, and appoints the first day of April, 2020 when the said 
Charter came into operation.

WEST POKOT 
John Krop Lonyangapuo, the Governor of West Pokot county, appoints
• John Pkemoi Martakou — Chairperson 
• Irene Kapchebai Mbito — Ag. Secretary/CEO 
Members:
• Johnson Proso Senete 
• Patrick Rotokwo Limakou 
• Matale P. Salim
• Luke Lonyangole 
• Selestine Chemoy Atorkori
 to be members of the West Pokot County Public Service Board, for non-
renewable period of six (6) years, with effect from the 1st April, 2020.

COUNTY 
ROUNDUP



While the threat of COVID-19 has triggered a serious global 
health concern, a great deal of the fear surrounding the disease 
is being fuelled by widespread misinformation. 

We live in a world of interesting parallels: on one hand, we have access 
to more information than any previous generation, on the other, we are 
plagued by fake news and misinformation.
 
Separating truth from outright falsehoods can be a daunting task, 
especially in the era of social media and what World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has termed the world’s first infodemic: “an overabundance of 
information — some accurate and some not — that makes it hard for 
people to find trustworthy sources and reliable guidance when they need 
it”.

Effective crisis communication vital

A key component of managing any crisis is effective communication — 
which can be difficult during an infodemic. As the world scrambles to 
contain the coronavirus pandemic, the role of effective communication 
is becoming increasingly critical.

Health experts and governments need to position themselves as 
trustworthy sources of information to the public, who need to understand 
the situation, be aware of the precautions they can take and stay calm.

Recently in Kenya, an audio recording claiming there were 63 cases of 
coronavirus in the country was circulated via WhatsApp. This was before 
Kenya reported the first case of coronavirus on  March 13th, 2020. The 
Ministry of Health responded by issuing a press release assuring the 
public that the recording was part of a simulation exercise during a crisis 
communication training on COVID-19. By then, however, conspiracy 
theories had already begun to spread, accusing the government of 
hiding the truth. 
The WHO’s efforts to maintain a constant stream of information through 
its daily press briefings and search engine optimisation has been a 

model example of how effective communication can be used to fight 
global disease outbreaks.
This is not the first time the health body has deployed its communications 
machinery to keep the world updated on global health events, thus 
helping to manage real and potential public health emergencies.

For example, during the 2018-2020 Ebola outbreaks in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, the WHO, UNICEF and other partners used 

communication specialists to engage with communities, raise awareness 
about the Ebola vaccination campaign, and provide vital information on 
prevention of transmission.

Similarly, India’s Social Mobilisation Network (SMNet) — which played a 
key role in eliminating polio in the country — has been lauded as one of 
the most successful public health platforms for engaging communities. 
At its launch, SMNet was a network of mostly young women who were 
deployed to speak with parents and caregivers about the importance of 
polio vaccination, at a time when vaccine refusal was high among the 
underserved and marginalised. 

These social mobilisers complemented other communication initiatives, 
including billboards and advertisements in print and broadcast media, 
leading to increased trust in vaccination programmes and eventually a 
sharp drop in the number of polio cases in high-risk districts.

TO WIN THE WAR AGAINST COVID-19, 
TIMELY, BALANCED AND FACTUAL INFORMATION IS CRITICAL

SPECIAL FEATURE

By: Elizabeth Ntonjira1

A key component of 
managing any crisis is 
effective communication

1Head of Global Corporate Communications, Amref Health Africa. Email: Elizabeth.Ntonjira@Amref.org 



Engage communities 

These examples point to the power of effective communication as well 
as the importance of community engagement in managing outbreaks. By 
going into communities and speaking with them through trusted media and 
community leaders, sharing factual information and taking time to allay 
fears while remaining open and honest, governments and health workers 
can build trust and use this in the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic and 
other disease outbreaks. 
 
Part of building this trust includes taking control of the narrative as the 
outbreak evolves, and recognising that what is communicated is just as 
important as how it is communicated. Governments, health authorities, 
the media and other key institutions need to show empathy and care 
while communicating and need to ensure access to, and share, balanced 
information. 

To complement continuing efforts on the coronavirus pandemic awareness, 
Amref Health Africa is consolidating information for public consumption 
through its COVID-19 Africa Information Centre. The online portal, among 
other things, provides simplified answers to frequently asked questions 
about coronavirus. It is a valuable tool in the fight against this outbreak 
by offering information to support community education and encourage 
vigilance, without spreading fear.

Through effective communication and actions rooted in evidence – 
supported by better coordination among media, the government and the 
health fraternity – Africa, and indeed the rest of the world, can overcome 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The WHO declared the COVID-19 outbreak a 
pandemic on March 11th 2020. By yesterday 
(April 23rd, 2020), the WHO situation report 
reported that the disease had killed 175, 694  
people worldwide and infected 2,544,792 in over 
200 countries and territories, causing fear and 
panic around the world.

In Africa, coronavirus is now a reality. 
By the time of publication, 45 countries and two 
territories in the WHO African region had reported 
infections, sparking fears that COVID-19 would 
overwhelm already fragile public health systems.

The WHO 
declared the 
COVID-19 
outbreak a 
pandemic on 
March 11th 2020.




